Economic and racial impacts of abortion bans

Black and Indigenous people are more likely than other groups to live in states with abortion bans
and restrictions. About 60% of Black and Indigenous women ages 18-49 live in states with abortion
bans or restrictions compared with 53% of white, 45% of Latinx, and 28% of Asian American/Pacific
Islander women.*

Nearly 7 million Black women live in states that have banned or are likely to ban abortion. Black
women and birthing people have the highest rates of maternal mortality in the country, and are three
times more likely to die in childbirth as compared to white women.?

Pregnant people of color have more limited financial resources and transportation options than
white women, making it more difficult for them to travel out-of-state for an abortion.?

Bans and restrictions on abortions widen racial disparities in maternal health, especially since
some states do not have exceptions allowing abortion when pregnancy jeopardizes health.*

The proportion of patients traveling to other states to obtain abortion care has doubled since the
Dobbs decision, reaching nearly one in five in the first half of 2023, compared with one in 10 in 2020.°

Abortion bans are causing thousands of unwanted births. In the first six months of 2023, births rose
by an average of 2.3% in states with total abortion bans compared to states where abortion rights are
protected, amounting to approximately 32,000 additional annual births. It is estimated that one-fifth to
one-fourth of people seeking abortions did not receive them due to bans.®

Police disproportionately arrest Black, Indigenous and low-income people for miscarriage or
stillbirth. Criminalization of people for failed pregnancies reflects over-policing, disparate legal
treatment, gender and racial stereotypes, and lack of access to quality health care.’

Being denied an abortion has large and persistent negative effects on a person’s financial well-being.
People denied abortion experience significant increases in financial distress during the year that they
give birth, with negative effects observed up to four years after the birth year.®

Abortion bans, low wages, and limited spending on public services are interconnected economic
policy tools to disempower and control workers, and enforce gender oppression.®

Abortion access increases educational levels and participation in the labor market, and reduces
poverty, especially for Black women.°
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